THE MOSSOVIET: is IT EFFICIENT?

first section of the Metro3 and much preliminary work on
the Moscow river. Boulevards of from 40 to 50 metres in
width are being made right along both banks of the river;
a ffood deal of work has already been done on them. About
i ^ kilometres of the river bank have already been faced with
granite: work has already begun on six new bridges which
will have a clearance of 30 feet above the new water-level
and so allow the large Volga ships to pass through Moscow,
When we think of the difficulty of widening one bridge over
the Thames and of the long-continued failure to deal with
the south bank of the river, the record of what the Mossoviet
has already done, and still more, what it is planning to do
during the next few years, with the banks and bridges of the
Moscow river is most impressive.

We have also dealt with the water supply; before the end
of IQ37 Moscow should have a supply of good water ample
for a population of five million for all time. That is perhaps
the first of the big municipal services which \vill have been
put on a permanently good basis.

The production of electricity is not undertaken by the
Mossoviet; gas supply is still on a small scale; big extensions
are contemplated.

So much for the trading services of the types which are
carried out by English municipalities. In addition to these,
the Mossoviet runs a large number of industries to manu-
facture goods mainly for local consumption. These are
described by Professor Jewkes;1 the scale on which this work
is carried out is shown by the fact that they employ no less
than 1 00,000 persons.

Another trading activity of the Mossoviet is the owning
and management of retail shops. At the time of our visit
there were plenty of goods in the shops in the central parts
of Moscow and some of them were immensely crowded; but
neither the range of goods nor the service given coiold in
any way be compared with what is Customary in England,
with the exception of the book-shops, which were numerous
and filled with a large assortment of cheap books,           _

About 90,000 persons are employed in retail trade in
Moscow; of these about 36,000 are under the Mossoviet, Vve
had an interview with the member of the presidium in
charge of it; he told us that whereas in large capitalist cities

1 See p. 73-
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